1. Instructions:
Review the articles on pages 165-185 in Practical Argument about free speech and the extent to which it should be free. This topic is essential to the major paper that concludes Unit 2. As you read, pay close attention to argument strategy.
Choose three of the articles, and answer the following questions:
A. What is the thesis of the article? Is it explicit or implicit?
B. Does the author use primarily inductive or deductive reasoning? If the author uses an inductive argument, decide on its strength. If the author uses a deductive argument, decide on its soundness. 
C. Can you recognize any logical fallacies?


2. Instructions:
Choose one of the four exercises below and follow the instructions provided.  
a. Complete Exercise 5.10 on pages 160-161 in Practical Argument. In the textbook, these are the instructions for the exercise: "Determine which of the following statements are logical arguments and which are fallacies. If the statement is not logical, identify the fallacy that best applies" (Practical Argument 160). 
b. Complete Exercise 5.11 on page 161 in Practical Argument. In the textbook, these are the instructions for the exercise: "Read the following essay [between pages 161-163], and identify as many logical fallacies in it as you can. Make sure you identify each fallacy by name and are able to explain the flaws in the writer's arguments" (Practical Argument 161). 
c. For those of you interested in exploring Logical Fallacies on your own, you could also earn Discussion Board Post points by completing this third exercise option. Identify a particularly famous logical fallacy in pop culture. Explore the internet for ideas, post a link for your peers to follow, name the fallacy, and discuss it.
d. In this fourth exercise option, you could find an image that visually interprets a fallacy for your peers. Be sure to describe it using the definitions from our book. Here's an example:
IMAGE IS IN THIS LINK: https://flic.kr/p/7W4WMp.
This is a solid (and silly) example of the Ad Hominem (personal attack) logical fallacy, which occurs when someone verbally attacks the character and sometimes the motives of the opposition as a way to draw attention from the real issues being debated (PA 149).

3. Instructions:
In your previous discussion and this week's text reading assignment, you have learned more about inductive and deductive reasoning. You have also been introduced to varying perspectives on the free speech debate, and it's time to consider your own perspective.
Using an inductive or deductive argument strategy, compose a paragraph or two in which you argue a unique point about free speech as it relates to a social media platform of your choice (e.g. Twitter, Facebook, Instagram, Snapchat, YouTube, or other relevant platform). More specifically, in this paragraph (or paragraphs), you should state an arguable claim, defend it with support (evidence: facts, observations, or expert opinion), and end on a conclusive note. 
If you are struggling to identify a topic, you could use the following for inspiration: online hate speech, dark comedy, threats of violence, political agenda, fake news, cyberbullying, or anonymity (among others). This story about a famous "social media fail" might inspire your ideas too. Kendall Jones became headlines news when she posted photos of her hunts on Facebook for the public to see, and she received some serious backlash as a result.
As always, if you use an outside source to support your claim, please cite it in a Works Cited page. 
Your paragraph(s) should be at least 300 words long. 

Video to help with question 1-3 (ALSO DUE 9/26): https://youtu.be/7_81fz6kUJI

4. Instructions:
Read the three sources provided in Practical Argument between pages 296-301, and evaluate two of the three sources for the following: 
· [bookmark: _GoBack]accuracy
· credibility
· objectivity
· currency
· comprehensiveness
· authority

Tip #1: You do not need to compose a formal paragraph for each source, but your sentences should be complete sentences. 
Tip #2: If you need some inspiration to help you during this activity, it might be helpful to assume that you are preparing to write an argumentative essay on the topic of whether information posted on social-networking sites threatens privacy

5. Instructions:
Our textbook describes the internet as "a freewheeling frontier town in the old West," which means we need to be very careful about the sources we choose to read, believe, and cite in our work (PA 301). Our recent discussions and assignments have asked you to review articles provided in our textbook, but it's about time you were offered the chance to do some of your own searching on the internet. 
For this assignment, you must find an online article about social media and privacy OR social media and free speech. First, identify the website where your source was found, and evaluate it according to the following criteria: accuracy, credibility, objectivity, currency, comprehensiveness, and authority. Once you develop your assessment of the website, turn to the article. Do you believe this web article is appropriate to use in a formal academic essay? Why or why not? What about your website evaluation as well as your evaluation of the article itself helps you make your decision? 
Please provide a Works Cited page to cite the online article you write about in this assignment.
Your paragraph(s) should be at least 300 words long. 

6. Instructions:
Read the articles between pages 310-325 about social networking privacy threats. After you have read these articles, review the synthesis concept described in Practical Argument on pages 341-343. 
Write 2-3 paragraphs in which you synthesize the arguments of two of the following articles: "Who Spewed That Abuse: Anonymous Yik Yak App Isn't Telling," "All Eyes on You," "My Creepy Instagram Map Knows Where I Live," and "Is Online Dating Safe." Your synthesis should add your own original ideas--examples or opinions--to the conversation and also blend in information from the two selected sources. Use identifying tags (or signal phrases) and parenthetical documentation to introduce your sources and to distinguish your own ideas from the ideas expressed by your sources.  
Please provide a Works Cited page to cite the two articles you write about in this assignment.
Your 2-3 paragraphs should be 350-500 words long. 
Tip: For more information about identifying tags (or signal phrases), please revisit pages 338-341 in Practical Argument.
(QUESTIONS 4-6 DUE 10/1)
7. Instructions:
Read the newspaper column provided on pages 336-338 in Practical Argument, and highlight it to identify its most important ideas.
Then, write a summary of one paragraph and a paraphrase of another paragraph.
Finally, offer three examples of quotes you would include in a paper. Your quotes should include identifying tags, which is a concept defined on pages 338-339 in our textbook.
Be sure to include documentation in the form of in-text citation and a Works Cited page.
Tip #1: As a way to infuse this discussion board exercise with a greater sense of purpose, you could assume that the newspaper column is a source for an essay you are writing on the topic, "Is Technology a Serious Threat to Our Privacy?" 
Tip #2: Remember, the skills you practice in this exercise are the very same skills expected in your major essay assignments for this course.

8. Instructions:
Reread the articles between pages 310-325 about social networking privacy threats. After reading the four sources provided between those pages, write an Argument Synthesis Essay about one of the textbook articles and another online source (that you locate on your own) that discusses the same topic. For example, if you want to write about anonymous cyberbullying, you could pair Jonathan Mahler's "Who Spewed That Abuse? Anonymous Yik Yak App Isn't Telling" with another web article that discusses internet anonymity. 
After evaluating the articles and developing your own perspective of the central topic, use the subject matter discussed in the two articles to help you argue an original point about social media privacy. More specifically, you will compose an arguable thesis about social media privacy, but you will use the support of two articles to lend credibility to your claim. According to the synthesis concept described in Practical Argument between pages 341-343, you can "combine summary, paraphrase, and quotation from several sources with your own ideas to support an original conclusion" (341). In a nutshell, that is your goal for this new paper assignment. 

	Audience Tip: As a way to help you enhance the purpose of your paper, you could choose to direct your paper at a specific reading audience, like parents, new college students, new social media users, or another relevant party. With the knowledge you have gained from reading and critiquing multiple essays about social networking privacy, what do you believe __________ should know before they enter the social networking universe? 


Requirements:
· Approximately 1000 words, plus a Works Cited page in MLA Format. Don't forget your in-text citations!
Tips:
· Take advantage of the grade commentary you received on your first essay of the semester: The Rhetorical Analysis Essay. The goal for every paper is to see how you respond to and use the constructive criticism received to enhance your writing over time!
· To gather ideas for your Argument Synthesis, please take advantage of the previous Discussion Board posts and Assignments you have completed for Unit 2. Many of those exercises have asked you to engage readings relevant to this assignment as well as to practice skills necessary to succeed on this new paper.
· Please review the MLA formatting videos for document design and Works Cited page creation tutorials.
· To make sure your paper meets the expectations for this assignment, review the page with "Tips for the Argument Synthesis Essay" that follows and consider the grading rubric for the assignment included in this weekly folder.
(Question 7-8 DUE 10/7)







9. Instructions:
a. Review information on choosing a topic, pp. 253-259 in Chapter 7 of Practical Argument.
b. Choose ONE of the following themes related to the topics about which you have read and written so far in this course (or propose your own theme to the instructor): 
. Violence
. Privacy and technology
. Free speech on college campuses
· Come up a topic related to the theme. Example: "violent video games," "online data collection by companies," "offensive guest speakers on college campuses." 
· Write four separate issue questions that do not overlap, but all relate to the main topic (see the box below for an example).
· Decide which issue question is the most interesting for you to explore (in the Exploratory paper) and later argue (in the Researched Argument).
	Examples of ISSUE questions
If your topic were the death penalty (which is NOT one of the options for the real assignment), you could formulate the following issue questions:
1. In countries where the death penalty is used, does it deter crime?
2. Is the death penalty imposed fairly in the U.S.?
3. How is the death penalty portrayed in film, and how does this portrayal affect how it is perceived in real life?
4. Does the death penalty provide justice and closure to those affected by the crimes?



	Examples of INFORMATION questions related to ONE issue question:
Issue question: Is the death penalty imposed fairly in the U.S.?
Four information questions:
1. For what crimes can someone be sentenced to the death penalty? Are there differences between states?
2. What challenges to the death penalty have been considered by the U.S. Supreme Court?
3. Are there differences by race, socioeconomic status, geographical region, gender, etc. in how likely it is that two people convicted of the same crime will be sentenced to the death penalty? Are defendants assigned public defenders more likely to receive the death penalty?
4. What is the process of appealing a death sentence? How often are death sentences overturned in the appeal process? How many times has someone been sentenced to death who is later proven innocent of the crime? 





· Now, do the same thing for a topic you think you will choose.

Theme (from the bulleted list in #2): 
Main topic related to the theme:
Four issue questions on your topic:
1.
2.
3.
4.
Which of your issue questions do you personally find the most interesting? Why?
Four information questions related to the issue question you found the most interesting:
1.  
2.  
3.  
4.  

10. Instructions:
Before you start, watch "Explore & Narrow Your Topic with Opposing Viewpoints" and "ENGL 102/103: Developing a Search Strategy" 
(both by MC Libraries). These videos will help you get basic information on your topic and determine whether the topic you want to explore is feasible for the assignments in the course. 
The parts of the topic proposal that overlap with the 7.1 Discussion should reflect any revisions you've made to the issue and information questions since posting them, or, if you have decided to change topics and/or issue questions, you can submit completely new ones in this assignment. 
   
FORMAL TOPIC PROPOSAL
Theme:
Topic:
Who is impacted by the issues related to your topic:
Your personal context (experience, values and other areas relevant to your perspective). See Assignment 1.4 for the original Personal Context Assignment.
Your main issue question:
At least 5 information questions related to your topic:
Search terms you will use:
Your current opinion on the issue question:
Three (3) complete and correctly formatted MLA citations for sources accessed through library databases and written for a general audience on your topic. You don’t need to have read them, and you’re not required to use them, but this list will ensure that you can find source material on your topic.
Three (3) complete and correctly formatted MLA citations for three SCHOLARLY sources accessed through library databases. Again, you don’t need to have read them, and you’re not required to use these particular sources, but this list will ensure that there is source material available on your topic. 
(QUESTION 9-10 DUE 10/14)


